
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan; James Lloyd; Peggy 

Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       James P. “Sean” Viars                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones               
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the March 22, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for: Yontz, 

Hash, Jonas, Lloyd, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 

 

POLICE REPORT 
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Chief Breedlove stated that he delivered a letter to the Elm Street property owner, and she has 

fifteen days to complete the cleanup on her property.   Chief Breedlove reported that he worked a 

break-in at the car wash on E Baumgardner today.    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – None 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – None 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

2022 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that this year’s event is 

Thursday, May 5, 2022, at 6pm.  He stated that last year due to the pandemic area churches were 

asked to hold their own events.  He suggested that the town hold the event at the community 

center or at the town hall.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will check on the availability of 

the community center.  Vice-Mayor Yontz suggested holding the event in the town hall or 

Pepper Stage if the community center is not available.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad will have an 

Easter Egg hunt on Saturday at 11:00 am.  He added that the letter drive for contributions has 

brought in $13,816 to date.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad received a 

check from Smyth County in the amount of $2,500 for mutual aid assistance.  He added that a 

budget request was submitted to Smyth County to increase the contribution to $5,000 for 

FY2022-2023.   

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that there will be a kickoff 

meeting for the Billzpay+ system is Wednesday, April 20 at 3:30pm via Microsoft Teams 

Meetings. 

 

Treasurer Patton stated that the Finance committee needs to meet for budget planning.  The 

meeting date was set for 5pm prior to the council meeting on April 26, 2022. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that the Lane Group is currently working 

on a bulk water rate for Smyth County.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town would like 

to build a water plant at Staley Spring.  He added that the town is working on an agreement with 

Smyth County so two counties will benefit from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 

through Virginia Department of Health (VDH).  The funding will offer fifty-one percent 

principal forgiveness with a forty-nine percent loan.  Town Manager Childers added that the 

water plant is getting older, and the Staley Spring plant will take some of the burden off the 

Phillippi plant. 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

- The Town, Hurt and Proffitt, DHCD, and J.G. Coram Company had a preconstruction 

meeting on April 5th.  The Site Work for the Downtown Revitalization will begin on May 2, 

2022.  The dirt will be hauled in, and the site will set to grade.  After this is completed, the Town 

can proceed with the rest of the project. 

- The Town, The Lane Group, VDOT, and Carolina Grading and Utilities had a 

preconstruction meeting on March 31st.  The construction work will begin April 18th for Phase 1 

of the Sewer Rehabilitation Project.  The construction will start near the visitor’s section at the 

football field. 

- Star Construction is in town this week and is moving all of Century Link’s utilities over 

to the other side of the street.  The utility poles should be removed by next week.  These will 

help the sidewalk project go more seamlessly.   

- Phases 9 and 10 of the sidewalk projects have been progressing nicely.  There have been 

a few hiccups but for the most part no significant issues have occurred. 

- The Mayor and I met with The Friends of the Library yesterday to discuss moving Ross 

valve from the manhole on Greever Street over to a portion of their land.  I was told this morning 

that this would not be a problem, and they will work with us on this project. 

Town Manager Childers stated that he appreciates Mike Jones for doing such a good job working 

with Les Sutherland of the Lane Group on the sewer project along with his other responsibilities, 

including training the two new employees. 

 

Councilmember Duncan asked if the audible warning was tested.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the test was completed as scheduled.  He added that the warning is not loud enough for 

everyone to hear.  He suggested placing a tower on the Western end of town with an additional 

warning device.     

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for April 12, 2022, were read and approved.  Each council member received a copy 

of the March electronic payments report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


